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were uncreated. By the Scriptures lie understood
Luther's translation of the Bible, the very typo*
graphical errors of which Dr. Dorner says were to be
left untouched.

The only protesters against this apotheosis of the
Scriptures in the seventeenth century were such
Mystics as Jacob Bohme and Pietists like Spener and
John Arndt. These men preserved the subjective
principle of Luther, but without being able to give an
account of it to reason. The Orthodox, on the other*
hand, had, by a certain kind of reasoning, reasoned
themselves into their position. Their real enemy was
the Deism which they had themselves evoked. Deism
met them on their own ground, and overcame them
by the pure force of a clearer and more consistent
logic. As a matter of history it is known that Deism
came into Germany from England. The books of the
English Deists were translated into German. But the
ground was prepared. The same causes which had
operated in England were at work in Germany. The
genesis of Deism was found in the impossibility of
proving the Scriptures to be what the Orthodox
assumed them to be. Christianity was made to rest
on the supposed authority of writings, the early his-
tory of which was not absolutely known, and on the
certainty of a canon of whose origin nobody knew
anything.

There was, however, another factor in Deism which
strengthened its position against the Orthodox. This
was natural religion, which embraced what may be
known of God from nature and reason, independently
of the Scriptures. Over against the uncertainty of